
After much searching, thankfully, we discovered International Granite.  Jerry Childers, manager of International Granite lis-
tened to every detail and completely understood what we were looking for.  Their employees were courteous during the
process of measuring and installing our countertops.  They made sure that we were satisfied with every piece they laid out and
the finished product with the curves and ogee edges is amazing!” -- Rosemary & Roy Sills A
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My experience in working with International Granite
was phenomenal.  The staff was very efficient and help-
ful during the entire process.  I was extremely pleased
with not only their competitive prices but with their
ability to install the granite in a timely manner.  Interna-
tional Granite had a good selection to choose from and
the turn around time was very quick.  I am looking for-
ward to doing business with International Granite in the
future!” -- Alan Cook, Cook Construction Company

International Granite:
A cut above

Interior Fabrics:
A Place for Everyone
by Jennifer J. Corson
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As I was preparing for this interview I have to admit that I was feeling a bit intimidated.  After all, I was about to sit down
and question the diva of fabric herself, Mrs. Linda Freeman.  Driving up to her store in Ridgeland I assumed that I had made
it there before she had.  It was well before opening time and there was only one vehicle in the parking lot which certainly
was not the vehicle of a fabric diva.

Walking into the store I expected to be greeted by a man... the driver of the
Ford pick up truck parked out front.  I had already planned how I’d ex-
plain that I was there to meet Mrs. Freeman.  Much to my surprise, I was
greeted not by the burly man I had imagined but by a petite woman with
the hospitality that only the finest Southern woman would extend.  After
situating ourselves amongst the fabric books and trims we began our
“Stages Limelight” interview.

J: Interior Fabrics has been around for as long as I can remember.  When
exactly did you open the store?

L: I opened the store in 1984 just after receiving my interior design train-
ing  from Mississippi College.  I rented about 800 square feet in Canton
Mart Plaza.  It was a tiny little store. The owner of the shopping center
didn’t believe that I’d make it.  By the end of the eighteen years that I was
there I had expanded the store into 5 retail spaces... guess he was wrong.

J: So, you were in Canton Mart Square for 18 years, when and why did
you move out here?

L: Honestly, I was needing a little more space and did the math... lease or
build?  Building won out.  I knew that if I built I needed to determine
where the residential and retail growth was going.  About that time, I
heard about the Nissan plant being built and something just told me that

the

Highland Colony area was where I needed to be.

J: Well, that brings me to another question.  I’ve heard people say that
they can see you from I-55 but can’t find you.  Have you had a problem
with that?

L: Actually, yes.  But, usually once I give directions it’s not hard to find at
all.  Especially with the new Renaissance shopping center.  Once you get
off I-55 at Old Agency Road you head toward Renaissance, go through the
round-about and head South on Highland Colony Parkway.  Newpointe
Drive is the first street on the left; right next door to Church of the High-
lands.  Once you turn on Newpointe just drive a short distance and we’re
right there.

J: This might be the point where we dispel the “fabric diva” notion.  I
have to admit that I’m pleasantly surprised to find such a warm woman
who is an avid animal lover.

L: I don’t know about the “fabric diva”thing.  What I do know is that I
take this business very seriously.  I, along with my staff, listen intently to
our clients.  By listening to them we can help them find the perfect fabric
to make a pillow or decorate their entire home.  I feel strongly about the
listening aspect of interior decorating.  I ask people to bring photos, paint
chips or whatever they can transport to help communicate to us where
they’re trying to take their room.  If they can’t get those things to us, we’ll
come to them.  It’s that important.  Oh, and yes, our family loves animals.
Right now, we have 20 horses; some are our own and some are boarders,
and 8 dogs.  I just can’t turn them away.

J: If you had to give a few words of advice about interior decorating what
would you say?

L: I’d say do what you can do, when you can do it. Ihave many clients
who redecorate their entire home at once, but the majority of my clients
are regular people who literally take it one pillow at a time.  In today’s
market you will find gorgeous silks for $100 a yard to polyesters that look
just like the finest silks for $14 a yard. Whether you’re decorating your
baby’s nursery, your teenager’s room, your living room or your back
porch, I can help you find beautiful fabrics, trims and even furniture and

lighting that will fit your budget.  

We sold our home and moved to the Bran-
don area to be closer to our grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and daughter-in-law.
Building our new home was such a great
joy.  Finding the perfect natural stone con-
tractor for our home’s countertops was an-
other matter.


