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One of the most useful and charming
features of the house is the large deck
that looks down on the enclosed back
yard, and is connected to the house by a
creatively draped outdoor sitting area,
just outside the back door of the house.
This is one of the most popular gather-
ing spots at every party. Candlelit and
cooled by fans, the area offers an inti-
mate place for four or five people to in-
teract. Designer Torris Powers used
elegant but weatherproof fabric to define
the area and create intimacy. Jamie does
not know exactly how many parties have
taken place at this beautiful home, but
knows there will be many more. “I can’t
sing or dance, but I can fund raise and I
can throw a party!” Party On!

Soaring ceilings and dramatic crown moulding as elegance to Jamie’s kitchen.

“I can’t sing or dance, but I can fund
raise and I can throw a party!”
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Not only was the home elegant and comfortable for daily living, but it lent it-
self perfectly to the endless parties and fundraisers that Jamie loves to host. “I
just love throwing parties and getting people together: I love to entertain.”  The
thirty-four year old multitasker is originally from Scott County.  She moved to
the Jackson area after graduating high school in Morton, and has worked as a
marketing specialist for Pioneer Health, Inc. based in Magee.  She is highly in-
volved in raising money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and spends
much of her time volunteering for the Junior League of Jackson, Big Brothers-
Big Sisters of Mississippi, The Chamber of Flowood and the PGAViking
Classic.

The 2,680 square foot home was built by Ronnie Pierce of Distinctive Builders
Custom Homes in 2004.  As with most things, timing was everything.  Utiliz-
ing the help of realtor Jeanie Malouf, Jamie found the home at a point in the
construction phase when she and decorator friend Torris Powers could get in-
volved in the final selection of colors, materials, details and the like.  Torris is
known for his love of bold, dramatic color, and is expert at helping clients use
things they already own to the greatest advantage. Ronnie Pierce created an ex-
ceptional home with many high quality extras such as a beautifully detailed
thirteen  foot ceiling with elegant twelve inch crown moulding and architec-
tural corner accents.  It is a home that makes a strong statement from the mo-
ment one walks through the front door.

Weatherproof fabric
creates an intimate
outdoor room.

The types of natural stone which are used most commonly in residential ap-
plication are formed by rivers, volcanoes and the formation and changing of
mountains.  These are granite, marble, limestone and slate.  Before you
choose a countertop, floor, backsplash or shower enclosure, be sure to know
the benefits of each type of stone.  Here are the basics:

Granite
Granite is an excellent choice for countertops.  It can be polished to a high
sheen or honed which is a beautiful matte finish.
Granite is rated second on the "hardness" list
next to diamond.  This means it is extremely
durable and with normal use resists chips, dings
or breaks.  
Granite is also heat resistant, so put away the
trivets!  A pot or dish can go straight from the
stove to the counter.  Additionally, granite is
highly dense and gets high marks for repelling
stains and scratches.  All of this and it comes in a
wide variety of colors.

Marble
Marble is another nice choice for countertops,
but also for floors.  It is heat resistant, however
very hot items may discolor or in extreme cases
catch the finish on fire.  Marble is most beautiful
polished to a high sheen.  It is also one of the
harder natural stones which makes marble tops
extremely scratch resistant.  Spills, on the other
hand, should be cleaned immediately to avoid
staining.  Marble also comes in a variety of col-
ors.

Limestone
Polished or honed limestone makes a sophisti-
cated choice for flooring.  Limestone is a rela-
tively soft stone making it easier to cut and
therefore less expensive than some other natural
stones.  Color choices may be limited to a shade
of white or off-white and will blend with most

decorating schemes.  Maintenance is a breeze as limestone can be cleaned
with a mop and a mild detergent.

Onyx
Onyx is often confused with marbles, yet it is a significantly different rock
type. Onyx is a sedimentary rock, formed as stalactites and stalagmites in
cave interiors. This formation method results in the cryptocrystalline con-
struction of the rock fabric, and it is the size and uniformity of these crystals

that contribute to the classic translucent property
of most onyx varieties. While vulnerable to
chemical and abrasive attack, the decorative ap-
peal of onyx is perhaps unsurpassed by any other
material.

Travertine
Travertine is called a cross between marble and
limestone.  It makes a fine choice for almost any
residential application; flooring, countertops,
backsplash or shower.  The colors range from
ivory to a deep reddish brown to some gold
tones.  There are several finishes to choose from
depending on its function in your home:  pol-
ished, honed, brushed or tumbled for a natural

look.  Travertine is a fairly soft stone which
makes it easy to cut and install.  One word of
warning, however, is to wipe spills quickly.
Travertine's soft, porous nature allows for stain-
ing.

The earth provides us with a multitude of exqui-
site stone for home use.  In light of the many ap-
plications of stone from floor to ceiling, and with
so many colors and choices, now you have the ba-
sics that will help you select the perfect stone for
your home.

Brian Childers is owner of International Granite and Marble located
on Old Fannin Road in Flowood.  International Granite and Marble
is a supplier for all of the stone choices mentioned in this article.

Natural stone is a collective name for a variety of stone found throughout the world. The appearance and characteristics are dependent on the mineral
content and manner in which the stone was formed.   Varying geological conditions result in no two pieces of stone being exactly alike.  Thanks to a ro-
bust supply, new technologies, and a growing appreciation for a virtually maintenance-free product that takes nature millions of years to create, there is
a renaissance in the use of granite, marble, limestone, travertine, slate, onyx,  and other members of the natural stone family in residential construction.
From kitchens and baths to foyers and fireplaces, natural stone is becoming homeowners material of choice.

NATURAL STONE
Durable, Beautiful and Perfect for any Home
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When Jamie Woods purchased her home in the Hidden Hills subdivision
of Brandon, she knew she had found an ideal setting for her needs.  


